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France devotes a great deal of resources to vocational training for
youths and especially adults, but the system is unduly complex and
yields rather poor returns. The basic literacy and numeracy skills of
many French adults remain weak in international comparison, with
harmful effects on employment opportunities, wages and well-being.
Access to basic skills training is poor for those who need it most,
many of whom come from disadvantaged socio-economic
backgrounds. Secondary vocational education and apprenticeship
training still suffer from a serious image problem in the minds of
French families, even though the latter have a good track record.
The government has succeeded in ensuring that the number of
apprenticeships is growing, but that is mostly due to those studying
at the tertiary level or at least for a higher secondary diploma. The
labour market outcomes of those with only shorter vocational
gualifications are not good, and quality in that stream needs to
improve. This report analyses Vocational training and adult learning
and provides insights to strengthen education and training as well as
to ensure more equitable access to it all this in order to improve the
living standards of the population in France. DOI:
10.1787/eco_surveys-fra-2015-en
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